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Agenda

• State of CMSIS v6

• 2024 achievements

• CMSIS-Packs for device, board, and software support for scalable examples

• Arm commercial tooling

• Arm open-source tooling

• Roadmap

• Arm CMSIS Debug extension overview

• Collaboration with GitHub

• AI/ML tools and software with Edge Impulse

• Demo
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CMSIS Version 6
github.com/ARM-software/CMSIS_6

System-on-chip

Arm Cortex processor and peripherals
CoreSight 

debug logic

Debugger

CMSIS-Driver
Middleware I/F

CMSIS-NN
Machine 
learning

CMSIS-DSP
Compute library

CMSIS-SVD
Peripheral description

CMSIS-DAP
Debug access

CMSIS-RTOS2
Real-time 

execution

CMSIS-Core
Processor core and peripheral access

MPU, SAU

CMSIS-Zone
System 

partitioning

CMSIS-View
Event recorder

On-chip 

memory

Application code CMSIS-Toolbox
Command-line
project build

CMSIS-Pack
Software packaging 

and delivery

CMSIS-Stream
Optimized 

data streaming

for ML and DSP

Software components

Tools for optimizing development flows

CMSIS-

Compiler
I/O Retargeting

Specifications

https://github.com/ARM-software/CMSIS_6
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CMSIS – 2024 Achievements 2025 Focus
• Ease-of-Use

• Consistency

• Ecosystem

• VS Code Debug

• Zephyr

• Edge AI

• Arm Custom Instructions

• Cortex-A Transition 
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• Single core devices with C startup 

components

• Base-line contents of a BSP (documentation, 

tool-chain agnostic blinky example)

• Recording

• Slides

• Devices that use a Configuration Generator

• Multi-core devices with tool-chain agnostic 

templates for different pre-configurations 

• Create software layers based on driver 

standards to enable reference applications

• Recording

• Slides

Create Consistent DFP and BSP – Training Material
Enables toolchain agnostic support for many third-party software components

Part 2Part 1

Pack creation documentation: open-cmsis-pack.github.io/cmsis-toolbox/pack-tools/

http://linaro.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/CMSIS/pages/29847093264/Open-CMSIS-Pack+Technical+Meeting+2025-02-18
http://linaro.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/CMSIS/pages/29847093264/Open-CMSIS-Pack+Technical+Meeting+2025-02-18
https://linaro.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/CMSIS/pages/29884907525/Open-CMSIS-Pack+Technical+Meeting+2025-03-04
https://linaro.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/CMSIS/pages/29884907525/Open-CMSIS-Pack+Technical+Meeting+2025-03-04
https://open-cmsis-pack.github.io/cmsis-toolbox/pack-tools/
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CMSIS Example Applications
Exemplified on MDK-Middleware
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CMSIS Ecosystem Software Stacks
keil.arm.com/packs

Graphics Middleware Machine Learning/DSP

RTOS Other CMSIS

CMSIS

CMSIS-RTX

CMSIS-DSP

CMSIS-NN

CMSIS-FreeRTOS

CMSIS-View

CMSIS-Stream

CMSIS-Compiler

https://www.keil.arm.com/packs
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Keil MDK Version 6
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Keil MDK Version 6

Open-source/free-to-use
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TCO

Supply chain

Developer 
Education

Effective 
tools

Code reuse

PLM
Modern 

workflows

Rust/

Python

ML 
Frameworks

Ecosystem

TCO
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Keil MDK Version 6
Commercial software development 
solution for embedded, IoT, and ML 

applications.
Includes FuSa and support for VS Code,

CMSIS, MDK-Middleware.

µVision

Arm Debugger

Tools Artifactory

Cloud – free (training, eval)

VS Code Extensions
Components for CMSIS-Pack based 
software development; Compiler: AC6, 

GCC, IAR, LLVM. 
CLI and IDE workflows. Free to access for

Integration into 3rd party tool solutions.

Toolbox

CSolution

Debug – GDB, CMSIS-DAP, Segger

Compiler
Broad support for all popular toolchains. 
Arm Compiler 6 continues in maintenance 

mode. New LLVM (based on open-
source) compiler will be supported by Arm 

including FuSa qualifications.

Arm Compiler for Emb.

ACfE FuSa

Arm Toolchain for Emb.

GCC

ML Embedded Platform SW
The runtime includes CMSIS-NN. 
Platforms are the Corstone FVP models. 

Vela compiles a TFLM model for an 
Ethos-U NPU. System Analysis includes 

ExecuTorch and TOSA.

Runtime

Platform

Vela

System Analysis

2024 2025 2026

Done Committed Tentative Requested

Cortex-M + Ethos support

3.0 3.1 3.2

Cortex-A + Cortex-M + Ethos support

Multicore Debug Cortex-A+M, TraceWindows/Linux/macOS, DevOps

Tools Roadmap

6.23

6.22.1
20 (open beta) 21

6.22.2

14.2 14.3 15.2

22

15.3

24.11 25.02 25.05

v5.43 v5.44
6.40 6.50

v5.42

6.24 LTS (Long-Term Support)

Ethos-U85, TOSA, ExecuTorch support

GCC transition to LLVM for Arm

2.8 

1.50

25.08 25.11
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Free to use Extensions – Available on VS Code Marketplace
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VS Code Extensions and Tools for CMSIS Software Development

cdt-gdb-vscode
(Debug Adapter 

Extension)

GDB/MI

VS Code
Debug 

Management

MS-DAP

pyOCD

Segger 
GDB 

Server

Other 
GDB 

Server

Memory Inspector 
Extension

(Eclipse CDT)

Peripheral Inspector 
Extension

(Eclipse CDT)

VS Code Built-In 
Debug Views

Other Debug View 
Extensions

MS-DAP

VS Code API

LSP (?)

cdt-gdb-
adapter

cdt-
amalga
matorSVD

CMSIS Solution 
Extension

cbuild-
run.yml

Config 
JSONs

CMSIS-Toolbox 
cbuild

Config 
GUI

Support of CLI and IDE Workflow

arm-cmsis-debugger VS Code Extension Pack installs all relevant 
extensions including pyOCD – Open-CMSIS-Pack project
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VS Code

Cloud

CI/CD

AI 

Assistant

Modernized Workflows GitHub Collaboration

CodeSpaces

GitHub.com

GitHub 

Runners

Copilot
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GitHub

March 11th, 2025

Clay Nelson, GitHub
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Development Flow for Edge AI Devices

M L  M O D E L  D E V E L O P M E N T   ( M L O p s )

C L A S S I C  E M B E D D E D  D E V E L O P M E N T

Model 
searcher

Model 
Compressor

Trained
 ML Model

Weight 
clustering

Quantization Compile Validate
Optimized
ML Model

Arm tools integrate 
here 

Data

Use-Case

Sensor

Audio

Video

Input 
Interface

Signal 
Conditioning

Optimized 
ML Model

Output 
Interface

SDS Data 
Capturing

docs.edgeimpulse.com/docs/run-inference/arm-keil-cmsis

https://docs.edgeimpulse.com/docs/run-inference/arm-keil-cmsis
https://developer.arm.com/Additional%20Resources/Video%20Tutorials/CMSIS%20-%20The%20Machine%20Learning%20Integration


Arjan Kamphuis

Embedded Lead, Edge Impulse

CMSIS Packs
in 

Edge Impulse



Edge AI with Edge Impulse

Build a high-
quality datasets

Collect Optimize
Deploy

Build

Find optimal DSP 
and model within 
constraints

Tune model for 
on-device 
performance

Configure and 
package for 
chosen edge 
device



CMSIS pack deployment
Library deployment options



Copyright © Edge Impulse Inc.

hello@edgeimpulse.com

3031 Tisch Way
110 Plaza West
San Jose, CA 95128
USA

Thanks!

arjan@edgeimpulse.com

HAL 4
Booth #4-505
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The Challenge: Get Real World Data
github.com/ARM-software/SDS-Framework

D A T A  S T R E A M  U N D E R  D E V E L O P M E N T   

ML Input
Data

Signal 
Conditioning

Optimized 
ML Model

SDS Recorder 

ML Output
Data

Physical Sensor
 Input Data

SDS Player

SDSIO Server running on development host system

S D S I O   I N T E R F A C E

or

SDS Recorder 

Output

D A T A  S T R E A M  U N D E R  D E V E L O P M E N T   

Sensor

Audio

Video

Input 
Interface

Signal 
Conditioning

Optimized 
ML Model

Output

ML Input
Data

SDS Recorder 

ML Output
Data

Physical Sensor
 Input Data

SDS Recorder

S D S I O   I N T E R F A C E

or

SDS Recorder 

SDSIO Server running on development host system

https://github.com/ARM-software/SDS-Framework
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SDS-Framework Usage

• Validate physical input signals from sensors or output of algorithms.

• Input to DSP development tools (such as filter designers) or MLOps systems (for AI model training).

• CI test automation using Arm Virtual Hardware (AVH-FVP).
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Arm Custom Instructions – Made Easy
github.com/Arm-Software/ACI-GetStarted

• Example use cases:

• Sine and cosine trigonometric functions

• Image pixel manipulations

• CRC

• …

Sensor

Audio

Video

Input 
Interface

Signal 
Conditioning

https://github.com/ARM-software/aci-getstarted


Please fill in

2025 Edge AI 
Developer Survey

This survey is prepared by

With generous support from our partners
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Demo

March 11th, 2025

Joachim Krech



Thank You



The Arm trademarks featured in this presentation are registered 

trademarks or trademarks of Arm Limited (or its subsidiaries) in the 

US and/or elsewhere. All rights reserved. All other marks featured 

may be trademarks of their respective owners.

www.arm.com/company/policies/trademarks
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